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Foreword

The theme of the International Congress in Communication and Con-
sumption, which took place at ESPM in the second semester of 2018, 
“Communication, Consumption and Alterities”, was chosen bearing in 
mind the fact that the collective negotiations of policies of recognition 
and the management of visibilities implied in media practices partici-
pate in the structure of consumption cultures, re-updated in the valo-
rization of certain forms of life over others. The September-December 
2018 issue of the publication Communication, Media and Consump-
tion magnifies this discussion and brings studies that cross those ques-
tions through different theoretical perspectives.

In a first axis, we bring studies that take these issues under the point 
of view of mechanisms of control and management of desires. The first 
one, by Michael Marder, approaches disposal as affection and the form it 
engenders social relations and media practices. The issue of objects not 
only as items of consumption, but also as mediators in social relations is 
the theme of the second study: Maria Luiza Zenobio de Assumpção Vil-
lar Laufhütte and Alberto Cipiniuk refer to a study of accessories used 
in Hollywood movies under the optics of symbolic exchange. Also in 
the field that correlates affective and political issues, the third study, by 
Judith Cavazos-Arroyo and Rogelio Puente-Díaz, brings issues about the 
effect of trust in a brand through the television coverage of a big disaster 
in Mexico. It is an aspect that dialogues with the study by Fernanda 



Martinelli, João Guilherme Xavier da Silva and Sofia Zanforlin, which 
discusses the relationship between dynamics of capitalism and rhetorics 
around international migration with the analysis of advertisement cam-
paigns. The study by Melina Meimaridis and Thaiane Oliveira studies 
the interactions and motivations of spoiling under the fans’ perspective.

Memory and its materialities in testimonial articulations compose 
the second axis of this issue. The connections established, as well as 
the social roles and performances present in the testimonies of suffering 
in popular programs are the theme of the sixth study, by Vera Regina 
Veiga França, Fabíola Carolina de Souza, Filipe Monteiro Lago and 
Paula Lopes. In turn, the forms of assimilation and availability of mem-
ories through digital media as agencing instances of strategies of media 
in narrativizing and managing knowledge are dealt in the investigation 
proposed by Diogo Andrade Bornhausen and Norval Baitello Junior. 

The third thematic axis is about the articulation of affections with 
religious practices of consumption. The second-to-last article, by Roni-
valdo Moreira de Souza, discusses the symbiotic relationship between 
religion and market from the understanding of sacred as an effect of dis-
course present in the advertisement narrative.  Antonio Hélio Junqueira, 
lastly, analyzes the pope encyclical Laudato si, in order to think about 
discursive construction of interfaces between communication, educa-
tion and consumption in the contemporary society.

We wish you all a delightful reading!

Prof. Dr. Mônica Rebecca Ferrari Nunes
Prof. Dr. Eliza Bachega Casadei
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