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FOREWORD

In Bodies in alliance and the politics of the streets1, Judith Butler works 
with the notion that “it doesn’t matter how universal the right of appea-
ring claims to be, its universal nature is undermined by differential ways 
of power that qualify who can and who cannot appear”. That is because 
the right of appearing itself is supported by regulatory schemes that qua-
lify subjects that are eligible to it through norms of recognition. Under 
this perspective, the studies that seek a broader understanding about 
spaces of visibility of social groups are fundamental to understanding 
in a more sophisticated way consumption practices and the different 
relationships between possibilities of apparition, consumption and citi-
zenship. After all, as Canclini2 asks, who are the citizens and consumers 
imagined by the mediatic instances? These are themes that articulates 
the current issue of Comunicação, Mídia e Consumo and involve reflec-
tions on the consumption of information, the social organization, art 
and memory.

The information consumption composes one of the axes of the cur-
rent issue. Nick Couldry, in “From the myth of the mediated center 
to the myth of Big Data: reflections on the role of media in the social 
order”, studies the foundation of the social order and the characteristic 

1 BUTLER, Judith. Corpos em aliança e a política das ruas. Rio de Janeiro: Civilização Bra-
sileira, 2019.
2 CANCLINI, Néstor García. “Cidades e cidadãos imaginados pelos meios de comunica-
ção”. Opinião Pública, Campinas, vol. VIII, n. 1, p. 40-53,2002. 



role of media institutions in the sustenance or transformation of these 
collective orders in datafied societies. By datafication, the author refers 
to the pressure to convert all aspects of life into data through in which 
values, especially economic, can be extracted, changing, with that, the 
mediatic powerplay and its social consequences.

Through an analysis of 110 tweets sent during the presidential cam-
paign in 2018, Raquel Recuero in “Discursive disputes, legitimation and 
lack of information: the case Veja vs Bolsonaro in the 2018 election”, 
discusses the discursive dispute, legitimacy strategies and its impact in 
the lack of information during the electoral campaign. According to the 
author, the morality and lack of information are central elements of 
such discursive battles, which counterposed actors of the traditional me-
dia and political militants in the virtual arena.

The consumption of memorialistic processes is discussed in two arti-
cles of the current issue. In “at the smooth surface of history: the media 
and clandestine forms of information” Ramsés Albertoni Barbosa and 
Christina Ferraz Musse investigate the strategies used by political priso-
ners to denounce crimes committed by the military during the 60’s and 
the 70’s through official document files. In this spectrum, the own docu-
mentation obtained is problematized, since it was produced in the term 
of exception regimens. Fernando Antônio Resende, Roberto Robalinho 
and Diego Granja Amaral, in “When the image is body: forms of survi-
ving the colonial machine”, begin from the vestiges of an African slave 
buried in the port region of Rio de Janeiro and the film “Era o Hotel 
Cambridge” to problematize how the image configures a body through 
liminar situations. The authors observe the intermittent emergency of 
images through elements that are relegated to the position of residue 
and vestige in the structure of colonial power. 

Still in relation to the interfaces between consumption and art, the 
thematic is studied by the article of Icaro Ferraz Vidal Junior, “Con-
sumption, aesthetics, technique and religion in Cloaca, from Wim 
Delvoye”. Through the analysis of the artwork Cloaca, a set of machi-
nes developed to produce “real industrial shit” in museums and art 



galleries, the author analyses the psychoanalytical articulation between 
excrement and money; as well as the differentiation between aesthetic, 
technique and religion and the concept of machine itself. 

In the article “Paying to win, part 2: serialization, power creep and 
late capitalism in Hearthstone”, Thiago Falcão e Daniel Marques dis-
cuss game consumption through the perspectives of mediatization, 
serialization and late capitalism. In order to do that, the authors analy-
ze the digital card game Hearthstone with the goal of discussing the 
agency of late capitalism, the necessary revisions in the concept of me-
diatization and pointing the imbrications of the contemporary cultural 
industry with epistemological and ontological perspectives of the game 
as an interpretative key. 

The consumption of sound art is object of the article by Fernan-
da Manzo Ceretta and Silvio Antonio Luiz Anaz that study how the 
construction of the idea of the monster in the movie Birdbox does not 
appeal only to visual resources, but it mainly uses sound as an expressive 
resource. In addition, it is complimented by the imaginary of the the-
me of apocalypse and blindness to build the effects of meaning in the 
film, in the article “The monster that cannot be seen and the culture 
of participation in Bird Box”. Last but not least, the article “The digital 
automaton and the circuits of affection in social media: an analysis of 
the concept of spiritual automaton in Image-Time by Deleuze and its 
outspreads in digital interfaces” studies the concepts of spiritual automa-
ton and digital automaton, with the goal of understanding the current 
relationship we keep with digital interfaces, in a way of explicating the 
new processes of thought and affection in a game of social media.  

We wish you all an excellent reading!

Mônica Rebecca Ferrari Nunes, PhD. 
Eliza Bachega Casadei, PhD. 
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