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FOREWORD

According to Maria Aparecida Baccega, “the concept of consumption 
necessarily presupposes, as the other face, the concept of citizenship”. 
This is because consumption is one of the social and cultural practices 
that give meaning to the sense of belonging of the subject and “enable 
their participation in multiple territories, allowing them to outline their 
identities”1. The present issue of the magazine brings a series of articles 
that reflect about the facets of this inter-relationship between communi-
cation, theoretical approaches and methodological perspectives.

In “La presencia de las voces gitanas en los medios de comunicación 
españoles”, Gabriela Marques Gonçalves discusses how the absence of 
voices of certain social groups in a public space can harm the effecti-
vity of a full democracy, considering the participation of minorities in a 
public sphere through communication. In order to do that, the author 
makes a study on the participation of the media in the Roma population 
and the challenges of representativity imposed to marginalized groups. 
In turn,  Daniel J. G. Montemayor and Xunaxhi M. P. Rasgado inves-
tigate the consumption of information about politics amongst young 
people, through a comparative study of the 2015 and 2018 election in 
Mexico. The authors question the loss of credibility of mainstream news 

1  BACCEGA, Maria Aparecida. Comunicação/educação: relações com o consumo. 
Importância para a constituição da cidadania. Comunicação, Mídia e Consumo, v. 7, n. 19, 
2010, p. 49-65. 



outlets in different contexts and their correlations with the democratic 
establishment.

Still about media representation on specific social groups and their 
connection with consumption and citizenship, Ariane Diniz Holz-
bach, Joana D’Arc de Nantes and Gabriel Ferreirinho bring, in “There 
is enough space for children on television! The presence of children 
shows in worldwide broadcast TV”, a reflection about the space filled 
by children programs in broadcast TV, considering the role of pro-
gram schedules within the structure of television content. To do so, the 
authors have mapped the schedule of 16 countries and 30 channels, loo-
king for specificities of these schedules in dialogue with global contexts. 
In “Content analysis of journalistic event “Casais de O Boticário””, 
José Antônio Ferreira Cirino and Elton Antunes also analyze the duo 
consumption-citizenship through news around an advertisement piece 
released in 2015, which had as lead characters homosexual couples gi-
ving each other gifts on Valentine’s day. In the article, the authors show 
how elements, such as consumption, citizenship, religion and politics 
surrounded the coverage of the theme.

In the current issue, it is also possible to find analyses on wider com-
municational processes and their inter-relationship with consumption 
practices. In “Affective market in Japan: a study on Gatebox and loving 
relationships with characters”, Beatriz Aoki e Christine Greiner reflect 
about consumption experiences which enable to the consumer the expe-
rience of living with their favorite characters. According to the authors, 
such practices reveal trans-dimensional affectionate relations between 
human beings and characters, as well as other forms of interaction that 
emerge of this context. The diversity of forms of consumption of en-
tertainment is also analyzed by Carlos Sobrinho and Anderson Santos 
in “ From sports journalism to infotainment: the case of the contract 
between Neymar Jr. and Globo as a paradigm”. Through the presup-
positions of Political Economy of Communication, the authors observe 
changes in Grupo Globo’s sports journalism, especially through the 



dislocation of journalistic issues towards entertainment. To do so, they 
use as case study the contract with Neymar Jr., between 2014 and 2015. 

The correlation between processes of citizenship and consumption 
through social elements is also analyzed in “ Control and enhancement 
of freedom of expression in the world of work”. In the article, Fernan-
do Pachi Filho and Valéria Moura present the results of a research 
performed with workers of seven organizations, with the goal of iden-
tifying how freedom of expression is signified and experienced in the 
workplace. The authors observe that, even though freedom of speech 
is recognized and valued by the interviewees, there are boundaries in-
serted into contexts where workers have a low margin to exercise those 
values. Finally, in “Mimetic isomorphism in Brazilian cinema: the US 
governance model and the frustration of the national film industry”, the 
focus is given to national cinema through the examination of attempts 
of industrialization of Brazilian cinematography in the 20s and 60s. De-
bora Taño e Ana Lúcia Torkomian identify practices of legitimation of 
national cinema in relation to a model of production institutionally mi-
micked with the classical Hollywood model.

We wish you all a delightful reading.

Prof. Mônica Rebecca Ferrari Nunes, PhD 
Prof. Eliza Bachega Casadei, PhD
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